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honour, and the trumpets of good tidings were sounded
for him in the citadel. Certain European merchants showered
gold and silver over his head, and Si Bai spread silk hangings
for his horse to walk over. But the Memlooks so crowded
upon him in their greed for the gold and silver that the Sultan
nearly fell off his horse, so much was he jostled by the people.
So he stopped the scattering of gold and silver and the
spreading of silk hangings under his horse's feet. It was in
truth a gala day in Damascus, one to be long remembered.
The procession made its way into Damascus by the Gate of
Victory, out into the open plain as far as the Stone Seat
(Mastabah), known as the Sultan's Stone Seat, at Kabiln
al-Kakuni. The Sultan ordered one of his chamberlains to
rebuild it, as it had fallen to pieces through lapse of time.

There had not been a procession on this scale between the
days of Ashraf Bars Bai, when he went to Syria in the year
A.II. 836, and that of Malik al-Ashraf Kansuh al-Ghuri.

The Sultan spent nine days at the Mastabah at aP-Kabun.
It was said that Kadi Kenial al-Dm al-TawIl preached at the
Mosque of Beni Umeyyah on two Fridays, and that the Sultan
did not attend the Friday prayers there. The decorations at
Damascus were kept up for seven days ; after that the Sultan
started for lloms, and then moved thence and went to
[36] Hamah. He was there met by the Governor Jan Bird!
al-Ghazall, who was said to have entertained him in an even
more princely fashion than did the Amir of Damascus.
According to rumour the Sultan quartered there Kasim Bey
Ibn Al.imed Ibn 'Othman, previously mentioned as having
started with Amir Mamal, the Inspector of Markets, from Egypt.

It was said that on Monday night, the 14th of this month,
there was a terrible eclipse of the moon,1 the earth being
completely darkened. The eclipse lasted more than fifty
minutes; the entire orb of the moon was darkened, and
remained so till the last third of the night.

On Monday, the 14th, the Dawadar gave orders for an

1 See Oppolzer's Canon der JJondfinstemisse, p. 367, where this eclipse
is recorded.